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Campus Heroes

AMIkids Space Coasts’ Mr. Greg Kassembaum, Mr.
Tavaris Velazques and Mr. Joe D'Alessandro along
with Circles of Care Counselor, Ms. Marileen
Eubanks, transformed from team leaders to campus
heroes. On May 2, around 7 p.m., Ms. Marileen
witnessed a white minivan plummet down the steep
embankment into chest-high water that surrounds
most of AMIkids Space Coast’'s campus.

The driver of the vehicle used the parking lot near campus to teach her passenger how to
operate the minivan tailored to their special needs.

Unexpectedly, the driver of the van mistakenly accelerated across the parking lot into the
ravine. Immediately Ms. Marileen, who witnessed the accident, radioed for staff's help
and 911 was called.

Team Leader, Joe D'Alessandro, popularly named Mr. Joe on campus, jumped into the
alligator infested water and assisted the passenger to safety.

"The van was hanging by a limb,” said Ms. Marileen. “At any time the van could have
plummeted into the water and been completely submerged.”

Meanwhile, Mr. T., Tavaris Velazques, got into the submerged van and found that the
driver’'s wheel chair was stuck and her legs were trapped by the steering wheel and
debris. Mr. T., and Mr. Greg stayed with the woman in the water until the fire department
arrived.

“We were in the water for a half hour keeping the women calm,” said Mr. T.

After the Brevard County Sherriff's Office and Fire Department arrived, the women were
taken to the hospital and our heroic staff followed to insure their wellbeing. No one
sustained injuries. However, according to witnesses, the woman stuck in the driver's seat
could have easily drowned without the assistance of our campus heroes.

"Thank you does not seem adequate enough to express how thankful I am. [ have the
deepest respect and admiration for those coming to my aid when others might have
turned away,” said the driver of the van. “This shows the strength of character that the
staff of AMIkids Space Coast have, which is a prime example for your students to follow.”

Giving Back through a Day of Service

AMIkids Space Coast was among the 500 volunteers
who participated in the 2°¢ Annual Helping Hands and
Linking Arms Day of Service 2010 put on by The Church
of Latter-day Saints on April 24. Students and staff cut
back overgrowth, picked up garbage and hauled
away trash in efforts to beautify Palm Bay's Diamond
Community School.

"The services provided helped to defray costs that are a

significant part of nonprofit organization’s funding needs,” said Dr. Doreatha Fields of
Diamond Community School. “Participants provided superior service that the school
would not have been able to pay for.”

Student’s participation and hard work earned the recognition from all five county
commissioners during a resolution proclaiming April 24, 2010, as a Day of Service. Most
importantly, the community service provided an opportunity for AMIkids Space Coast
students to take pride in their work and gave a sense of accomplishment that can only be
felt by helping others.

"We worked all day digging up tires of all sizes. We wanted to keep working,” said 17-year-
old, Adoni. "We know we made a difference.”



Student Spotlight

By Catalino R. (Age 15)

My name is Catalino and I've been a student here at AMIkids Space Coast for over eight
months. This program has really helped me construct a better and stronger relationship
with my mom and the rest of my family. Now we can talk about anything. Since I've been
here, I've learned the importance of my education. I've become a caring person and got
involved in many campus activities.

In class we've been learning about biodiversity, fish farms and fisheries and how they
manage to breed all kinds of species. [learned that sometimes fish farms aren't always
safe because the fish are raised in polluted water. We've also learned about fisheries that
catch, clean, fillet and ship the fish to stores all over the world.

Here on campus we've been producing fruits and vegetables in the HOPE Campus Garden
and last week we finally finished our new display case for our fish tank and snakes. It took
us weeks to build it and we started from scratch.

Also, our advisors and counselors have really been helping us with conflicts we have. They
guide us through the program so we'll be successful.

My goals after graduating are to go back to school and when [ turn 16, come back to Space
Coast to take my GED exam. After earning my GED, I plan on studying art and helping my
grandmother with house bills.

I feel that when a mistake is made, there are opportunities for second chances, AMIkids
Space Coast is proof. This program helps us convert from boys to mature young men.

Space Coast takes second in the
2010 Summer Challenge Event

AMIkids Space Coast’s top ten students
headed to South Carolina State University
with new uniforms and sneakers in tow for
the annual Summer Challenge Event on
May 15.
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The students train year round for the
“Summer Olympics” that bring AMI students
from across the nation together to compete.

“We worked extremely hard without a day
off,” said 17-year-old, Demario. "It was all worth it.”

Through the efforts of staff and funds from the Hartwell Foundation, our students
were fully prepared for the competitions and took second place in overall
performance.

Our Newest Board Member

Upcoming Events

Graduation
July 26

Board Meeting
September 16
Fall Fundraiser
November 7

Needs List:

Cleaning Products
Deodorant

Field Trip Funds
Generator
Hurricane Shutters
Medical Funds
Shampoo

Soap

Socks
Toothbrushes
Undergarments
Uniforms

Coming Soon...

20™ Annual
Fall Fundraiser

Reverse raffle
tickets will be on
sale in August.

Don Herndon, owner of Classic Wood Flooring, has been a long-time supporter
and friend of AMIkids Space Coast and just recently became an official board
member. In the past, Don has attended many events in support of our youth,
refurbished the administration building floors, donated labor and materials for
the campus HOPE Garden, provided supplies for the students and has shown a
sincere concern for our mission. Most recently, Don delivered soil and flowers
donated by Fergusons Nursery for the students’ annual community service

project, Service from the Heart for Seniors. Space Coast is privileged to

Mr. and Mrs. Herndon

have the support of such an active community member.



Thank you for our Fund-Raising Success

Special Thank You
United Way of On May 1, AMIkids Space Coast held its 21
Brevard Annual Space Coast Scramble at Viera East.
Supporting our mission The event drew over 100 players along with
and helping us by the generous support of many community
retaining our quality sponsors. In total, the event netted over
teachers $22,500.
Hartwell For the first time, an academic scholarship
Foundation was presented by the tournament’'s major
Funding for the 2010 sponsor, Viera Diagnostic. The Margaret
Summer Challenge Olomu Academic Scholarship was awarded to
Event a surprised college-bound student.

Supporters enjoyed the barbecue lunch Teacher, Mr. Jim, shares

] provided by the Brevard County Sheriff's Office his golfing techniques with
Foundation and left with gifts, contest prizes and one lucky g student

Providing student winner claimed tickets for two on a four-day

scholarships for Carnival Cruise.
continued education

and special needs

Eckerd Family

The success of the event was shared by AMIkids Space Coast's staff,
students, board members, planning committee, volunteers and
participants. Our community can take pride in providing a second
chance for the youth at AMI. Thank you.

SPACE COAST

AAM\\kio,

AMIkids Space Coast is a non-profit facility that serves as an alternctive to prison for male offenders aged 14-18.
We provide a cost-effective second chance for kids who would otherwise be sent to jail. Since 1988, we have
served over 1,300 of Florida's youth by providing educational, behavioral and mental health services in a
supportive family environment.

Our program produces measurable results - 83% of our graduates do not re-offend. Instead of being a social
burden, they become productive members of society - better brothers, sons, husbands and fathers.

Funding for AMIkids Space Coast's programs comes from the Florida Department of Juvenile Justice, Brevard
County Public Schools, grants and personal contributions from members of the community. To find out what you
can do to help AMIkids Space Coast continue our mission, please contact us at
(321) 752-3200 or visit www.amikidsspacecoast.org.

AMIkids Space Coast is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization serving Qi-risk youth.

United Way of Brevard




